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Area, including Oxford City and Abingdon Borough and petty
sessional division, is served by the Oxford court. Five parishes1
form part of the area served by the court at Witney, two2 form part of
the area of the Thame court, and three3 of that at Wallingford. The
Oxford court sits monthly, the others every other month, except
during legal vacations. Although there may be a jury of eight the
court usually sits without one, presided over by a salaried county
court judge appointed by the Lord Chancellor and paid out of the
Consolidated Fund. In each court there is also a registrar, appointed
by the Lord Chancellor and paid by the Treasury, who acts as clerk
of the court.
The county court system was established in 1846 for the recovery
of small debts, but the courts now have considerable jurisdiction
over a variety of civil cases, limited by the amount of money in-
volved, the limit varying with the kind of action. Cases of libel,
slander, seduction, breach of promise of marriage, and the cases
dealt with by the court of petty sessions are excluded from their
jurisdiction. Generally speaking, actions for debt or founded on
contract or tort where the amount claimed is not over -£ioo, and
cases in equity up to £500 come within the scope of these courts.
Such actions may be either begun in the county court or transferred
to it from the High Court (which may in certain circumstances trans-
fer cases where the above limits are exceeded and may also transfer
Poor Persons' actions).4 The Oxford County Court has bankruptcy
jurisdiction, and all petitions filed by or against debtors in this area
are filed in the County Court Registry. The court has also an appel-
late jurisdiction in certain matters—for example, from the decision of
the Registration Officer upon franchise disputes.
The county court has unlimited and exclusive jurisdiction in
matters arising out of various acts such as the Agricultural Holdings
Act, 1923, and the Workmen's Compensation Act, 1925. Of these
the latter is by far the more important from the point of view of the
work of the court. Every settlement between an employer and a
workman by payment of a lump sum of money, to be binding, must
be made the subject of an agreement between the parties, and this
agreement must be approved by the county court registrar and re-
corded in the records of the court. If the registrar does not approve
the agreement (on the ground, for example, that the sum offered is
1 Eynsham, Handborough, Nortbmoor, Standkke, Stanton Harcourt.
z Thomley, Waterperry.
3	Dorchester, Drayton St. Leonard, Stadhampton.  There are 66 parishes in the
Survey Area*
4	These may not be begun in the county court; see p. 266 below.

